201 9 NORTH CAROLINA YOUTH TOBACCO SURVEY (NC YTS)

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL FACT SHEET

The North Carolina Youth Tobacco Survey (NC YTS) is a public school-based survey of students in grades 6-12 that measures youth tobacco use behaviors every two years since
1999. The Healthy North Carolina 2020 objective is to decrease the percentage of high school students reporting current use of any tobacco product to 15%.

A random sample of schools are selected to participate in the NC YTS. In 2019, 7135 students responded to the survey (3583 middle school students and 3552 high school
students). The statewide overall response rate was 56.8% for middle schools and 59.3% for high schools.

PERCENT OF NC MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS NC MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL CURRENT USE OF CIGARETTES &
WHO CURRENTLY USE ANY TOBACCO PRODUCT E-CIGARETTES, NC YTS, 1999-2019
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Current use is defined as using tobacco products on one or more of the past 30 days.
North Carolina 2019 enrollment figures were used to generalize NC YTS findings to all middle and high school students in the state.
The 2019 NC YTS response rates were 57% and 59% among middle and high school students, respectively. Response rates lower than 60% can increase the potential for non-response bias.
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For more information, please contact the North Carolina Tobacco Prevention and Control Branch at (919) 707-5400.
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